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THE LONG WALK TRUST
GET THE CONVERSATION STARTED
Inspired by former AFL great Michael Long, the Long Walk Trust has launched a new program, ‘Get The Conversation Started’, which aims to generate discussion in schools about Indigenous culture and issues affecting Indigenous communities.
The program, to be rolled out nationally is supported with $610,000 over the next three years from the Telstra Foundation. It will be delivered to primary and secondary students in the Northern Territory, Victoria, Western Australia, South Australia, NSW and Queensland.
The program has grown organically out of requests from schools for Michael Long to speak with students about his famous 2004 walk from Melbourne to Canberra, where he asked the Federal Government to put the lives of Indigenous people back on the national agenda.

Currently, Indigenous studies are not delivered consistently across the Australian school system and the program aims to provide greater knowledge, understanding and engagement of Indigenous issues and affairs.

Partnering with local community and cultural organisations, the program will encourage Indigenous studies in Australian primary and secondary schools with visually exciting, current and youth relevant curriculum that promotes Indigenous cultural awareness and reconciliation.
The project also seeks to build the skills and capacity of Indigenous community members to become educators and facilitators, and ultimately drivers of change in the community.

The Telstra Foundation funding will go towards establishing curriculum materials, building the pool of facilitators and for the program to be rolled out nationally to up to 90 schools and reaching 8,000 students. 
The program is being piloted in Northern Territory this year before being rolled out in Western Australia and South Australia in 2011 and to NSW and Queensland in 2012.
 

Long said he could never could have imagined how the original walk would lead to the creation of the Long Walk Trust, and a specific program such as ‘Get The Conversation Started’.

“When I, and my fellow walkers, headed off from Melbourne to Canberra, we wanted to raise awareness about the injustices facing Indigenous people in Australia. We wanted to ask the then Prime Minister and other Australians - ‘where is the love’,” Long recalled.

“We were just at the beginning of something – and now we are launching a national schools program. It is an emotional moment – and one that I am very proud of,” he added.
Further information: www.thelongwalk.com.au, www.telstrafoundation.com 
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