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AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS LEADERSHIP CENTRE
LEADERSHIP PLUS
As the next generation of Indigenous leaders face varying challenges, the Australian Indigenous Leadership Centre (AILC) will implement a program which aims to foster new Indigenous leaders at all levels.
The AILC’s Leadership Plus, will support research into effective Indigenous leadership and host a range of national and regional meetings where experienced Indigenous leaders can mentor emerging leaders.  
AILC Chair, Dr Tom Calma said; “As future leaders in their communities, it is vital that young Indigenous people are represented, and participate in decision making processes.”

The AILC is the only accredited provider of courses in Indigenous leadership and, over the next three years its Leadership Plus initiative will be supported by principal partners Telstra Foundation and Rio Tinto Aboriginal Fund with $750,000 funding from each organisation..
Participants will include young people from a diverse range of industries, public and private sector and community. 
These meetings will provide a space for Indigenous leaders to talk together and find solutions to the current challenges they face and provide a balance between western and cultural values.
One of the issues the program will address is modern technology. 

Dr Calma continued: “Indigenous people have found themselves isolated from the digital world through a lack of understanding, skills, infrastructure and resources.”
The program will also include a series of career fairs to provide links between employers and AILC graduates to open up new employment and further education opportunities.   
To deliver the NILNP’s objectives, the funding will provide the administration expertise to employ;

· Program Manager

· Network Co-ordinator

· Research Co-ordinator

· Sponsorship/Publicist

· Network Facilitators

It is envisaged the program will reach approximately 650 existing and emerging leaders per year. Since commencing operations in 2002, over 800 people have completed AILC accredited courses. 
Further information: www.indigenousleadership.org.au 
Media contact: Rachelle Towart, Australian Indigenous Leadership Centre, 0431 772 377, Greg Campbell Javelin PR: 0418 239 139
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