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LA PEROUSE YOUTH HAVEN
Despite being located just 15 kilometres from Sydney’s CBD and 10 kilometres from the affluent eastern suburbs, the Aboriginal community of La Perouse has been identified as experiencing disadvantage and poverty.   This is a result of contributing factors including significant grief & loss, a sense of social dislocation, high unemployment and low educational achievements.  

Currently, some Aboriginal young people experience lower levels of literacy and numeracy, repeated cycles of school suspension, increasing disengagement from mainstream schools, limited access to computers and a lack of culturally appropriate support services.

Education is seen as the key to breaking the cycle of social disadvantage and poverty.

Since it was established in 2005, La Perouse Youth Haven has provided youth activities and programs for 10-24 year olds in an attempt to provide culturally appropriate services, and to engage young people in service delivery that improves their decision-making skills and quality of life.
Significantly, research has revealed that Aboriginal youths respond better to programs and activities provided to them by Aboriginal people and are more likely to show interest and make behavioural change.

With a $572,985 grant from the Telstra Foundation over three years, the La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land Council, in conjunction with the La Perouse Youth Haven will increase the range of recreational, educational, sporting and cultural options that young people require to be successful Aboriginal adults in the modern world.
The funding will see the provision of a Full-Time Youth Services Co-ordinator, a Part Time Youth Worker Supervisor and a Part Time School Certificate Support Worker over the next three years. They will have skills in counselling, managing challenging behaviours and case management.
The multi faceted youth services program will include a school certificate course, homework centre, after school and school holiday activities as well as referrals to various service agencies.  Additionally, the successful Lapa Deadly’s Leadership program which is a group of young people (18-35) who gain volunteering and work experience, will mentor young-people and participate in training that will increase their capacity to become future leaders.

Specifically, the program will identify and support students at greatest risk of not completing schooling because of their difficulty with conventional school and disciplinary structures, by developing alternative education programs and settings. 
It is estimated that approximately 200 young people and 40 families will be directly involved in the range of programs.

La Perouse Youth Haven’s Carrine Liddell said: “We are committed to reconnecting young people with learning, assisting them to overcome barriers, nurturing their talents, building their self-esteem and creating opportunities for an improved lifestyle.”
Media contact: Greg Campbell Javelin Australia, Ph: 0418 239 139
Further information: Carrine Liddell, La Perouse Youth Haven on 02 9661 1229 or lbyh@bigpond.com
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