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CATHERINE FREEMAN FOUNDATION

PALM ISLAND EARLY CHILDHOOD LANGUAGE AND LITERACY PROJECT

Queensland’s Palm Island is seen as a classic tropical paradise, rich in natural beauty, both fauna and flora. Yet against this beautiful backdrop, lies a troubled Indigenous community with 90 per cent unemployment due to lack of infrastructure and opportunity, chronic drug, alcohol and domestic abuse, and an average life expectancy of 50 years.

Catherine Freeman’s personal family ties to the Palm Island Community and her care for her fellow Indigenous people, resulted in her establishing The Catherine Freeman Foundation (CFF) in 2007 with the aim of creating pathways for a brighter future by creating educational and well-being opportunities.
Since 2007, CFF has implemented initial programs on Palm Island addressing truancy and promoting positive school attendance and participation, as well as after school programs and scholarship programs.

Now, with a $550,428 grant from the Telstra Foundation over three years and in collaboration with the Australian Literacy and Numeracy Foundation (ALNF), CFF’s priority is breaking the poor literacy cycle among Palm Island’s Indigenous children and empowering the community to teach their children to read.

“When there is a level of commitment, education can empower Indigenous communities and therefore create brighter futures for all,” Catherine said.

Together, CFF and ALNF will establish a pre-literacy and language skills program for local pre-school Indigenous children so they are ready, willing and inspired to learn when they commence primary school.

The program involves a multi-tiered whole of community approach of working with children and their families, teachers and carers so they have the skills and knowledge to reinforce the learning process of the children.

The ALNF has conducted a similar pilot program among Indigenous communities in the Kempsey area of NSW, and the post-program testing revealed significant improvements across a range of key learning areas.

The Telstra Foundation funded CFF project on Palm Island will involve;

· ALNF trainers providing five day Early Childhood and Literacy Courses to infant, pre-school, pre-prep, early years teachers, teacher’s aides and other staff at two Palm Island schools and at one day care centre along with parents, family members and community elders

· Building the capacity of parents, family members and community elders in improving their literacy skills as well as being better prepared to assist the learning of the children

· Parent and Community Involvement Programs throughout the school year at information forums

As a result, it is hoped that parents, family members and community elders will better connect with children using pre-literacy and language strategies, games, activities and resources that they community members will increasingly promote school attendance.

Further information: www.catherinefreemanfoundation.com 
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